MEDIA SCENE MONITORING
IN SERBIA FOR JANUARY 2025



INTRODUCTION

The monitoring of the media sceneis conducted to continuously track events
and processes affecting media freedomin the Republic of Serbia. This mon-
itoring focuses on freedom of expression; monitoring the implementation of
existing regulations; the adoption of new regulations, as well as amendments
to current ones, bothinthe media field and other areas that directly or indi-
rectlyimpact media freedom; and the analysis of lawsuits considered by ex-
pertstobe SLAPP suits (strategiclawsuits against public participation) tar-
getingjournalists and mediaoutlets.

Publicly available data,information obtained from journalists, editors, and
other media professionals, journalisticassociations,and media organizations,
aswell asfrom governmental and non-governmental bodies, are used for mon-

itoring.
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|.  FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Ethics Exemption in Reporting on Student Protests and Attitudes Toward

Journalists After Their Support

Anunsigned articlein the daily newspaper Novosti published passport pho-
tos of brothers Lazar and Luka Stojakovi¢, participants in student protests
inSerbia.The article’s title insinuates that the protests are organized and led
by Croats. The publication of passport photos, proving that the Stojakovi¢
brothers also hold Croatian citizenship, was meant to support this claim. The
article omits the Cyrillic signatures of the Stojakovié¢ brothers and the fact
that they are of Serbian nationality, having obtained Croatian passports due
totheir father's birthplace in Krajina (he fled to Serbia in 1995 during Opera-
tion Storm).' The article was further spread by pro-government tabloids, with
support from top state officials, including the President of Serbia, who had
already been promoting the narrative that the student blockades were aresult
of foreign (Croatian) influence.

The brothers’legal representative, attorney Ahmed Delimedac, announced
planstofile criminal charges against the media outlets and urged animme-
diate response from the Commissioner for the Protection of Citizens, Zoran
Pasali¢.?

Domestic experts pointed out that the (unauthorized) publication of per-
sonal dataendangersindividual security and violates numerous regulations,
including the Criminal Code® and the Code of Journalists of Serbia.

The Commissioner for Information of PublicImportance and Personal Data
Protection, Milan Marinovi¢, stated that he would take appropriate measures
within his jurisdiction but clarified that in cases where data processing serves
publicinformation purposes, responsibility falls to other regulatory bodies,
such asthe Ministry of Information and Telecommunications or the Regula-
tory Body for Electronic Media (REM).#In contrast, Commissioner Pasali¢
argued that the case shouldindeed be handled by the Data Protection Com-

missioner.’



Non-governmental organizations withinthe “Three Freedoms” platform
demanded that government representativesimmediately cease targeting
students, high school students, professors, and other citizens demanding ac-
countability for the deaths of 15 individualsin Novi Sad. Their appeal was also
directed at the national broadcaster, Radio Television of Serbia (RTS).

The appeal was as follows:

“For weeks now, we have witnessed aggressive behavior from certain
drivers who have driven through crowds of gathered citizens during block-
ades, without any information on whether anyone has been held account-
able for such actions. Today, we saw the most serious attack of this kind,
which resultedin severe bodily injuries to a young woman [Sonja Ponjavié].
Although the driver was identified and detained shortly after the incident,
this caseis merely aconsequence of the campaign thatregime represen-
tatives are waging againststudents. From the publication of students’
personal documentsinregime-affiliated media, to public targeting and
discrediting of the goals and motives of student protests and blockades by
SNS officials, to physical attacks on students—such as the one at the Fac-
ulty of Lawin Belgrade, where seven students were injured—-the violence
young people are being subjected toisunacceptable, and the relevant
authorities must demonstrate zero tolerance toward it. The responsibility
for fostering this atmosphere also lies with pro-regime media, which tar-
getanyone who supports students and protests, as well as RTS, which, in
its news programs, portrays students as paid agitators and the actors who

support them as terrorists.™

Inthe second half of January, the pro-government tabloid Informer pub-
lished a photograph of a student without his consent, accompanied by a de-
rogatory caption: “Student’ of African origin at a protestin front of RTS. Now

even foreigners are dealing with the Serbian Constitution?!”

The targeted student responded:
“Dear citizens of Serbia, how are you? My name is Ibrahim, and | want to
addressyouregarding the situation that has affected me after participat-

ingin student protests.|wasin Belgrade to support our shared goals and
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values. However, last night, a newspaper, | think called Informer, without
consent, published my photograph from the protest, which is now being
widely shared on socialmedia, accompanied by false information about

me.

The studentsinthe blockade issued a statement expressing support for their
colleague.’

Pro-government media outlets continued their publicaccusations against
studentsinvolvedinthe blockade. Another student’s personal details (full
name and place of residence) wererevealed.Inaninterview with TV N1,
the student stated that hisname was broadcast on TV Informer by the ed-
itor-in-chief of the media outlet, after which he beganreceivingnumerous
threats. The threats were reported to the relevant authorities.”

Accordingtodata published inlate January, pro-government tabloids were
forcedtoremove over 100 articles that month after foreign companies host-
ing their websites wereinformed of the content of the hosted articles - namely
that they contained photos of students personal documents, personal data,
alleged health information and other."

Former editors and contributors of Student, the official publication of the
University of Belgrade, expressed full support for their young colleagues who
“are conducting a publiclessonin the streets and university halls across Ser-

bia,demanding truth, justice, and accountability.”?

*kk

The Serbian Psychological Society strongly condemned the targeting of stu-
dentsintheblockade, stating that itis an ethically and legally unacceptable
act.lt was noted that “by disclosing either accurate orinaccurate information
about astudent’s mental status,” thereisaclearintent to “discredit aspecific
individual.™

Inorderto protect the individual from discreditation, the Higher Courtin
Belgrade,inafirst-instanceruling,issued atemporary measure prohibiting
the editor-in-chief of the Informer portal from republishing information about
the psychological and physical health of activist Mila Pajié. Thisincludes in-
formationregarding psychiatricand consultative medical opinionson her

mental state, hospitalization, and psychological instability. For the same rea-
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son, the editor-in-chief of the Informeronline portalis also prohibited from
labeling Mila Paji¢ as an“anti-Serb,” someone who makes “anti-Serbian state-
ments,” “celebrates Operation Storm,” orisin an emotional relationship with

her professor, Dinko Gruhonijié."

Employment Terminations in the Media Following Support for Student
Protests

The association for encouragement and development of citizens, OsnaZene
(Empowered), announced thatithad severed ties with ELLE Serbia magazine
duetothedismissal of web editor Tara Duki¢ after she expressed support for
student protests. ELLE Serbia’s publisher denied the allegations, stating that
her contract was terminated following a regular six-month evaluation of edito-
rialteams, whichindicated asignificant declinein her work performance.”

The European Federation of Journalists and its Serbian affiliates confirmed
that the journalist had been criticized for her article on student protests,even
though it was approved by the editor-in-chief.Inthe notice they published, it
is stated that there was never any talk of the journalist performing poorly, on
the contrary, she was given asalaryincrease asrecognition for her successful
journalistic work. The federation and other journalist associationsin Serbia
pledgedtosend alettertothe magazine's management,detailing the infor-
mation they possessed regarding theincident.”

Journalist Vojislava Crnjanski Spasojevié¢, from the daily newspaper Veéern-
je novosti,informed the publicthat her employment was terminated after she
posted a photoon herInstagram profile from a protest organized in front of
the Constitutional Court of Serbia.

About tendays before she was officially notified that,"due to technological,
economic, and organizational changes at the employer, there was nolongera
need for [her] position,” the journalist had publicly distanced herself on Insta-
gram from the publication of students Lazar and Luka Stojakovi¢'s personal
documents on the Novosti portal. The official decision stated that the employ-
er had conducted adetailed analysis of her work performance and concluded
that she had achieved the lowest results. However, according to the journalist,
the company’s management did not consult either her editors or the editorial

board when assessing her work or the needs of the newsroom.



She added that she had never been warned about anyissuesregarding her
work.She alsoreminded the public that sheis arecipient of the “Journalist of
the Year” award, as well as multiple editorial board awards for individual ar-
ticles, the most recent of which shereceivedin December2024.” The Indepen-
dent Journalists’ Association of Serbia (NUNS) requested a comment from
Veéernje novosti, but noresponse wasreceived.”

Journalist Vojislava Crnjanski Spasojevié¢ is not the only journalist whose
employment at Novosti was terminated. According to the Union of Journalists
and Media Workers of Serbia SO Novosti (SINOS), her colleague was also
dismissed because she had posted a photo of herself at the student and civic
protests onsocial media afewdays earlier. SINOS has taken the position that
they will not disclose the colleague’s namein order to avoid any pressure that
she and her parents might be subjected to.“In this case, as well as the previous
one, SINOS willinform the Ministry of Information and Telecommunications
and the International Federation of Journalists (IF)),” the union statedinits
announcement.

Relevant media andjournalist associations have expressed their support for

their colleagues.”

Open letter from RTS journalist Milan Srdic and the request from the
Union of Production and Technical Workers employed at RTS addressed to
the main editor of the news program, Nenad Lj. Stefanovic

RTSjournalist Milan Srdi¢ sent anopen letterto Nenad Lj. Stefanovi¢, the
main editor of the public mediaservice'snews program. The reason for his
publicappealto his colleague via the social media platform Facebook was his
dissatisfaction with how the media company he works for — whichis a public
mediaservice for the citizens — reports on the student protests whose voices
are also heard within their premises: "Does your stomach react whenyou hear
the noise of 55,000 people in front of your house?” the journalist questionedin
his open letter.?®

Duetoinadequatereporting onthe student protests and the inability for
students’ voicesto be heard on RTS, the Union of Production and Technical
Workers employed at RTS also directed arequest to the main editor of the

news program.”



Security experts at Google confirm the findings of the report “Digital Pris-
on - Surveillance and Repression of Civil Society in Serbia”

Jelena Sesar, aresearcher for the Balkans and the European Union at Am-
nesty International, stated to the portal Cenzolovka that security experts at

Google confirmed the findings from the analysis published by Amnesty Inter-

nationalon December16,2024. (More about the analysis in the Monitoring of
the Media Scenein Serbia for December2024.)

Security experts at Google identified a significant number of additional

compromised devices and removed spyware from them.?

Jelena Sesar confirmed that Amnesty Internationalis notin contact with the
relevant prosecutor’s office.She emphasized the importance of institutions
such asthe Protector of Citizens and the Commissioner for the Protection of
Personal Datainitiating control procedures ex officio to determine whether
there hasbeenillegal conduct to the detriment of citizens.?®

The company Cellebrite contacted Amnesty Internationalinaletter ex-
pressing concern about the published report. They committed toinvestigating

the findings of thereport,andif itis shown that there were abuses of Celleb-
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ritetoolsin Serbia, they would be ready to suspend orrevoke the licenses of all
agenciesinvolvedinthe abuse.?

Accordingto Jelena Sesar, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway also
expressed great concernregarding the information that Amnesty Interna-
tional has uncovered. Amnesty Internationaliis aware that Norwegian author-
ities and the Ministry of the Interior have held several discussions, and that
the Government of Norway has requested that UNOPS in Serbiainvestigate
possible misuse (UNOPS was responsible for procurement on behalf of the
Ministry of the Interior of Serbia, for which funds from the Norwegian dona-

tion were used).?®

Threats and Pressure
Inthe first week of the New Year, the Independent Journalists’ Association of
Serbia (NUNS) expressed deep concernover the frequent threats to journal-

ists and the violation of ethical standards in the media.2¢

Threats directed at the editor-in-chief of Insajder TV, Brankica Stankovi¢

Following the announcement of a program about Zvezdan Terzi¢, the gen-
eral director of FK Crvena Zvezda (Red Star), journalist Brankica Stankovié¢
received two concerning comments via the social media platform X (formerly
Twitter). From the account omega@m4PkO, she was sent amessage: ‘Beee
ninety twoooo, police showwww, they will lie to you this Thursdayyyy,” and from
the account Nikola @Dzoni_Todor:“She will lie to you this Thursday BRANKI-
CATHEW**E."

InMay 2022, at a basketball game between the clubs Partizan and
Buduénost, hooligans shouted the same slogans. As early as 2009, Brankica
Stankovi¢ was targeted due to theinvestigative series “The Powerlessness of
the State,” broadcast on Television B92. The theme of the series was the activi-
ties of fan groups from various clubs. The danger she was exposed toled to this
investigative journalist being assigned 24-hour police protection, whichwasa
part of Brankica Stankovié¢'s daily life for the next sevenyears.

In mid-December of the same year, at afootball match between the clubs
Partizan and Shakhtar, a group of hooligans chanted from the stands: “You
are dangerous like a snake, you will end up like Curuvija, Brankica you wh**e.”

Theywaved ablow-up doll that was meant torepresent the journalist.
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They threw the doll, kicked it, and stabbed it with a pole. Because of this inci-
dent, Milos Radosavljevi¢ Kimi,one of the leaders of the Partizan fan group
called Alcatraz, was sentenced to 16 monthsin prison (10 months for the crim-
inal offense of Endangering Security, and six for the committed criminal of-
fense of Violent Behavior).The leader of the fan group Shadows, Goran K-
jestan,and a member of that group, Aleksandar Perisi¢, received conditional
sentences of 10 monthsin prison, with a verification period of four years. Milan
Guduri¢ was sentenced to a conditional prison term of one year, with a verifica-
tion period of five years.” All three were convicted of endangering the journal-

ist's safety.

Threats directed at Radmilo Markovic, journalist of BIRN and Vreme
Through adirect message onthe social media platform X, for the second
time, Radmilo Markoviéreceived disturbing messages. Fromthe account @
Viktor063162296, he was sent:"...I'll #**k you in the mouth, bastard. Since you
getf*kedintheass, try alittlein the mouth too. Ask your mommy how thatiis,
she’s so patheticand now we have a mistake of nature,”and “Open your mouth
sol cantell youwho the supreme commander of the loyalistsis. You'll find out
when the time comes, you autonomous commune-ustashadog.”Markovi¢ also

received disturbing messagesin April 2024.

Threatening messages sent to the Slavko Curuvija Foundation

In early December, athreatening message was sent to the Slavko Curuvija
Foundationviathe social media platform Facebook:"’AND WHY DOES THIS
CONCERN YOU FROM CURUVIJA? BE CAREFUL, THERE ARE MORE EAS-
TERSUNDAYSTO COME, GILDED HANDS.” (Moreinthe Monitoring of the

Media Scene for December 2024.) Amonth later, from the same profile, new

disturbing messages were sent:"May the hands of the one who struck Curuvija

be gilded.” The threats were urgently reported to the Special Prosecutor’s Of-
fice for High-Tech Crime.?®
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Harassment of the editor and journalist of the portal Alternativa, Ana
Marija Ivkovi¢

Journalist AnaMarija lvkovié reported the harassment she experienced
while walking in the northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica. An unknown man, as
she stated, approached herin English and asked whether she was Serbian or
Albanian. After that, he requested heridentification card. When she refused
to give him her personal documents, she asked him if he was a policeman. Re-
spondinginthe negative, he continued to follow her. He was persistent and
only gave up after the journalist took out her mobile phone torecord him.?

AnaMarijalvkovié reported the incident to the Kosovo Police, who took the
positionthat there were no elements for action butinformed herthat they

would work onidentifying the man who followed her.°

Threats directed at journalists of the weekly Radar and the portal Glas
Sumadije

The editorial office of the weekly Radar reported threatening comments
that they continuously receive from the same IP address, almost every month.
Through a Facebook profile named Han Stjenice, threatening messages were
sent to the editorial office of the portal Glas Sumadije via the Messenger

app,which they urgently reported to the relevant prosecutor’s office through
NUNS.?

Publication of personal data of the journalist from Telegram.hr, Mateja
Dev(ic

Inthe TV Informer program, Vojislav Se3elj published the personal data (as
well as the address of the hotel where he stayed) of the journalist from the por-
tal Telegram.hr, Mateja Devéi¢, claiming that the aforementioned journalist is
active asone of the foreign “trainers” of the protestleaders. The network Safe-
Journalists condemned the manipulations that the Serbian authorities, start-

ing from the very top, use against journalists and students during protestsin

Serbia.
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Targeting Zoran Kesi¢, journalist, TV host and comedian

Inearly January, Yeran Mati¢,a member of the Permanent Working Group
forthe Safety of Journalists and president of the governing board of the Asso-
ciation of Independent Electronic Mediaq, filed a criminal and misdemeanor
complaint due to a multitude of graffiti (writtenin ashort period of time) tar-
geting journalist Zoran Kesi¢.Inthe complaint, the filer noted that he count-
ed atleast 200 graffiti just along the stretch from Slavijato Kalemegdanin
Belgrade.The graffitiwere writtenin numerouslocations in the municipali-
ties of Vraéar, Stari Grad, and Novi Beograd, and varied in size from smaller,
stenciled graffititolarger ones spanning several square meters. Among other
places, they were inscribed on the building of the Serbian Academy of Scienc-
esand Arts, Andri¢’'s Endowment, the Protocol building, the Yugoslav Drama
Theatre,onbothsides of the Terazije Tunnel, in front of Zoran Kesié's resi-
dence, as well asin front of his parents house.

The complaint points out that the act was obviously carried outin a group
since alarge number of graffitiwere writtenin ashort period at multiple lo-
cations.The message of the graffitiis as follows: “1.11.2024. Zoran Kesi¢, Show
must goon!"The message alludes to Kesi¢'s performance heldin Sarajevo on
November1oflastyear, the same day Novi Sad Railway Station canopy col-

lapsedkilling 15 and injuring 2 citizens, when he stated: "Show must go on for
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those of us who remain; we mourn the victims but also insist on accountability.”

The first graffitiwere noticed on December 26,2024, and Kesi¢ himself re-
portedthemtothe police. ANEM'’s complaint followed due to the fact that the
relevant authorities had not taken any “visible” action to prevent the “destruc-
tion of property,” “defacing the city,” and the harassment of Zoran Kesié¢, his
family, histeam of associates, as well as other journalists and media workers.
The police announced that they were “working onidentifying” the individuals
who participatedin the graffiti writing. Two weeks after ANEM filed the crim-
inal complaint, Kesi¢ received a summonstoappear at the relevant prosecu-
tor's office.’2In a statement for Danas, the responsible ministry expressed the
view that the content of the graffiti does not constitute athreat or pressure,
and that theirreactionin this particular case is not necessary.®

The citizens’ association “Krokodil” organized an action to remove the graf-
fiti; however, new ones appeared over the painted-over graffiti. Zoran Kesié
continued toinformthe prosecutor’s office about the evidence, but by the time
of writing thisreport, noindividualhad been identified or prosecuted. Jour-
nalisticand media associations condemned the targeting of Zoran Kesi¢ and
demanded anurgentresponse from the relevant institutions.** ANEM called
oncitizenstogetinvolvedinthe action of removing graffitiand reporting indi-

vidualsthey find writing them.3>

Threats directed at the editorial office of the portal Maglocistac
Through the Facebook Messenger app, from the account lka Mijatov, the
editorial office of the portal Magloéistac received death threats: “f**ck your
families we'llkill you™. The message wasimmediately reported to the Special
Prosecutor's Office for High-Tech Crimein Belgrade. The editorial members

were informed that the caseisbeing handled.*

The middle finger of the Minister of Finance

After Minister of Finance Sinisa Mali stood up to pay the billin arestaurant,
guestsbeganshouting:“Longlive the students!” Restaurant staff joined the
guestsinshouting. The minister'sresponse was to show them his middle finger.
Journalist Danica lli¢ approached the minister, introduced herself, said she
was a journalist,and in that capacity asked him for a statement. According to

her, SinisaMalisnatched the phone from her hands and left the restaurant.
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The journalist followed him outside, where the minister asked why she was film-
ing him.The journalist reminded him that heis a public official in a public place
and that she, asajournalist, hasthe right to ask him what he thinks about his
inappropriate gesture. As they walked down the street, the minister, according
tothe journalist, was holding her phone. After a brief discussion about what a
public functionis and what journalism entails, Sinisa Malidropped the phone

into a flowerpot.”’

Threatening stickers “The Fate of Journalists”

Inearly January, stickers appearedin Novi Sad featuring a skeleton witha
noose beneath the words: “The Fate of Journalists.” The stickers were signed
by the so-called Zentrop (inthe description of their Instagram profile, they
describe themselves as“a community of Serbian revolutionary nationalists.” A
year ago, they held agatheringin Belgrade dedicated to Milan Nedi¢, a gen-
eral from World War Il and chief of staff of the Royal Yugoslav Army).3 Ac-
cordingtothe portal Nova.rs, the stickers were mainly affixed to traffic signs
and trafficlights.

The case of Jelena Spasi¢, journalist of the daily Kurir

Duetothreatening messagesdirected at journalist Jelena S.Spasi¢inlate
September 2024, two men were detained for 48 hours. One of them, previously
convicted of murder, was placed under house arrest. At the end of January, this
individual violated the restriction onleaving his residence, and law enforce-
ment could not locate him. This was the third case of violation of the restriction
onleavingtheresidence recorded over the past year.

The journalist only learned by chance, while on a winter vacation with her
minor children, that adangerousindividual was at large, and on February 10,
she wasinformed that theindividualhad beenlocated and placedin custody
for 30 days.*®

The Journalists’ Association of Serbia (UNS) requested an urgent security
assessment for the journalist.*®

More onthe case canbe foundin the Monitoring of the Media Scene in Ser-
biafor Septemberand October 2024.

14


https://bezbedni-novinari.mpanel.app/storage/files/documents/2024-09-anem-monitoring-eng.pdf
https://bezbedni-novinari.mpanel.app/storage/files/documents/2024-10-anem-monitoring-eng.pdf

Threats directed at the authors of the podcast “Dobar, los, zao” (Good,
bad, evil)

Nenad Kulaéinand Marko Vidojkovié received threatsinthe comments sec-
tion below a YouTube video of their podcast episode. They were told that they
would “be shaved dry so they would whine better.”In another comment, it was
stated that they should be thrown “into a meat grinder and madeinto soap.”
The threats were reported to the Special Prosecutor’'s Office for High-Tech
Crime.Beforefilingthe report, the second comment was removed.

Relevant journalistic associations, media organizations, and associations
strongly condemned the threats and demanded a swift response from the

competentinstitutions 4243

The Case of Dinko Gruhonijic

Dinko Gruhoniji¢, an associate professor at the Faculty of Philosophyin Novi
Sad, journalist,and program director of the Independent Journalists’ Associa-
tion of Vojvodina (NDNY), sent aletter to the top officials of Croatiarequest-
ing protection for his son,who works and studies in Zagreb. Gruhonji¢ sent the
letter because the Serbian ambassador to Croatia made a post on Facebook
that, according to Gruhoniji¢, contained falsehoods about his son. This infor-

mation continued tobe publishedin pro-government tabloids.*

Harsh treatment of the TV N1 crew — cameraman Dragan Vukeli¢ and
journalist Ksenija Pavkov by the gendarmerie

TV Nl journalist Ksenija Pavkovand cameraman Dragan Vukeli¢ were
physically prevented by the gendarmerie from reporting on the police action
tobreak up ablockade inthe Rumenka settlement near Novi Sad. According
to Ksenija Pavkov,amember of the intervention police grabbed the camera-

man’s arm and pushed him.
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Harsh police and gendarmerie interventions in front of Novi Sad City Hall
Although theyrepeatedlyidentified themselves as journalists, Dragan Pri-

ca,ajournalist for Radio 021, and Ksenija Pavkov, ajournalist for TV N1, were
pulled and pushed by police and gendarmerie officers. Aleksandar Latas, a
journalist for the newspaper Danas, was threatened with being “tied up.” TV
Nova S cameraman Darko Eker was pulled by his backpack, which contained
his TV equipment. Journalist Zarko Bogosavljevié was thrown to the ground —
all of this while they were reporting from the blockade of Novi Sad City Hall,
accordingtoan NDNYV statement.*®

Private security prevented journalists from reporting from the Valjevo
City Assembly

Although they had been formally invited to the event, private security pre-
vented journalists fromreporting from the press conference of the Svanuée
(Dawn) councilorgroupinthe Valjevo City Assembly. At one point,a camera-
man from Valjevo Plus TV was even pushed. After opposition councilorsin-
sisted, journalists were allowed to enter the assembly. Journalist associations
reacted to thisincident*’, and the case was recorded in the Safe)Journalists

network database.¥’
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Onlyselected mediainvitedto the IT equipment handover at Matica Srpska

The Journalists’ Association of Serbia (UNS) protested the Serbian govern-
ment’sdecisiontohand overIT equipment to Matica Srpskainthe presence of
only selected media.The event was attended by Serbian Prime Minister Milos
Vuéevi¢ and Minister of Information and Telecommunications Dejan Risti¢.
Accordingto UNS sources, only journalists from public broadcasters NS Uzi-
voand Novosadska Televizija,and the Tanjug news agency were invited. UNS
requested clarification from the Serbian government’'s Media Cooperation
Office butreceived noresponse.The association called on the office toinvite

allmedia outlets to events of publicimportance.*®

Anniversaries of journalist murders in Kosovo

On January 11, twenty-sixyears had passed since the murder of Enver
Maloku, ajournalist, writer,and head of the Kosovo Information Center (KIC).
Malokuwaskilledin the afternoon, just a few meters from his apartment, on
the groundfloor of abuildingin Sunéev Breg.He died shortly afterwardina
hospitalin Pristina. To this day, his killers have not been identified.*
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|| IMPLEMENTATION OF EXISTING REGULATIONS

Regulatory Body for Electronic Media (REM)

The agreement on the proposers of candidates for REM Council members
took place on January 20 in the premises of the National Assembly. The pro-
cessresultedinalist of 18 candidates, divided into nine categories. Due to
non-compliance with the Law on Electronic Media, controversial proposers
and candidates were not eliminated but instead had their candidacies con-
firmed. After the agreement, alist of proposed candidates was formed.

Apublichearing forthe agreed candidates was held on January 23 before
the Parliamentary Committee on Culture and Information. Candidates Dusan
Aleksi¢, Aleksandra Krsti¢, and Sasa Mirkovié¢ requested that the Committee
“annul the selection process for REM Councilmembersin seven out of nine
categories.”° Five days later, seven out of the eighteen shortlisted candidates
(Sasa Mirkovi¢, Rodoljub Sabi¢, Dubravka Valié Nedeljkovi¢, Aleksandra
Krsti¢, Dusan Aleksi¢, Zeljko Hubaé and Muhedin Fijuljanin) withdrew their
candidacies, preventing the Serbian Assembly fromlegally electing the Regu-
latory Council. Consequently, “in two out of nine proposer groups, there will be
no candidates, whilein three, there will be only one candidate each, meaning
thatin only four categories, MPs will be able to choose between two candi-
dates.™

The outcome of the process is not surprising, giventhat ANEM had already
officially objected at the end of December, pointing outillegalitiesin the se-
lection process for the REM Council *? Various organizations, including Civic
Initiatives®, citizen associations, journalist and media associations,** the Na-
tional Convention on the European Union,* the Faculty of Dramatic Arts,*
and numerousindividuals, publicly highlighted these irregularities.

Considering the numerous violations of the Law on Electronic Mediaq, it is
evident that the ongoing REM Councilmember selection process should be

halted, and a new process should be initiated.
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Project Co-Financing
OnJanuaryl, the Regulation on the Establishment and Content of the Uni-

fied Information System for the Implementation and Monitoring of Project

Co-Financinginthe Field of Public Information (JIS) came into effect.

Representatives of journalist and media associations expressed concerns
about certain provisions of the regulation.” When the regulation was adopt-
edinDecember, ANEM requested clarifications from the ministry regarding
the identifiedirregularities andinconsistencies. However, once again, nore-
sponse was provided.’

Anonline portal for the Unified Information System (JIS) was launched
on the official website of the Ministry. The platform’s rollout occurredin two
phases.Phase onerequired mandatory datainput by relevant institutions,
competition-issuing bodies, and competition participants. They were instruct-
ed toappoint one or more authorized individuals to enter data and documents
onthe IS web portal. Although the Ministry initially set a15-day deadline for
registration, the actual timeframe was shortened because the JIS became op-
erational two dayslater than announced.

Phase two ensured functionality for publishing calls for project funding ap-
plications and allowed media organizations to submit applications for co-fi-
nancing.*®

Numerousissueswere observed onthe portal,including spelling errors,
missing audio in tutorials, poor software solutions, and unclear instructions.
The most significant issue was the alteration of criteria after the process had
already begun, forcing users to submit additional documentation and evi-

dence thathad notbeenrequiredinitially.
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111 NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST SLAPP LAW-
SUITS (STRATEGIC LAWSUITS AGAINST PUBLIC PARTICIPA-
TION)

The organization Human Rights Watch hasrecorded anincrease inthe num-

ber of SLAPP lawsuitsinSerbia.ltis evident that most lawsuits are directed
against the media, aiming to exert pressure onthemto avoid covering certain
topics. The report highlights KRIK, which has disclosed that asignificant num-
ber of SLAPP lawsuits have been filed against them (atotal of 14 by Septem-
ber).5°

Jelena Tanaskovi¢, former minister, director of Serbian Railway Infrastruc-
ture,and one of the accusedinthe case of the collapsed canopyin Novi Sad,
filed two lawsuitsin January from house arrest against the editor-in-chief,
journalists of the KRIK portal, and the association that founded the media
outlet.

The first lawsuit was filed over aninvestigative article titled “Tanaskovi¢

was not investigated for financial crime thanks to her friend’'s husband, police

chief Cmoli¢,”"inwhich the journalist examines the (lack of) action by relevant

institutions regarding a criminal complaint® filed against Tanaskovié¢ by a
company where she previously served as director.

The second lawsuit was filed by the former minister over an article in which
the journalistinformed readers that Jelena Tanaskovi¢ had sued them over the
aforementioned article.

Ineach lawsuit, the former ministeris demanding 1,000,000 dinars as com-
pensation for non-material damages due to defamationand harmto herrepu-
tation.

KRIK editor Stevan Dojé¢inovié commented on the lawsuits as follows: “This
move clearly shows that Tanaskovi¢is conducting SLAPP proceedings against

us, meaning she wants to bury usin lawsuits so that we stop writing about her.”?
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sible Person under Article 234, paragraph 3, and the criminal offense of Forgery of a Document under Article
355, paragraph 2 of the Criminal Code. The investigation published by the defendants refers specifically to
the outcome of that criminal complaint.

62 Tanaskovi¢ ponovo tuzila KRIK — jer smo objavili da nas je tuzila, article published on February 6, 2025
at KRIK portal.
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https://mit.gov.rs/vest/sr/12711/pocinje-sa-radom-jedinstveni-informacioni-sistem-za-sufinansiranje-medijskih-projekata.php
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